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Highlights

London Eye

Big Ben and Parliament

Westminster Abbey

Churchill Bunker

Buckingham Palace and
Changing of the Guard

Trafalgar Square and
National Gallery

British Museum

Covent Garden

Piccadilly Circus and a show

Borough Market

Tower of London and London
Bridge

St. Paul’s Cathedral
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The first time you lay
eyes on Big Ben from
Westminster Bridge

Going for a ride on 
the London Eye

for stunning views
over the whole city

Standing over
the graves of 

people like Newton
and Shakespeare

Reliving old 
world pomp and

ceremony at
changing of the 

guards

Enjoying some of 
the best antiquities
in the world at the 

British Museum

Dinner at
Covent Garden

Special Moments
Travel is about those special moments that make the trip memorable.

Here are the best from London. 
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Exploring London’s
old history at 

Tower of London and
Tower Bridge
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Catching a show
around famous

Piccadilly Circus
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01Arrive in London

Head to hotel

Head to Westminster Bridge

Walk the river

Dinnerat The Albert

Depends

Depends

1-2 hours

1 hour

Depends

Day

3

Daily Itinerary

Parliament and Big Ben

We could walk along Westminster 
Bridge a hundred times and never 
get tired of it. We personally love the 
view from the opposite side of Big 
Ben and Parliament. If you are on 
Westminster Bridge, have your back 
face Big Ben on that side of the 
bridge, walk away from Big Ben 
until the end of the bridge where 
you will find stairs. Go down these 
and then turn right. Take your time 
here and catch a sunset if you can!

Arrival London
This could be complicated to really 
describe. Depending on where you are 
flying in from, you will most likely land 
at Heathrow or Gatwick. You could land 
at Stansted as well. All of these airports 
are well connected to London with 
either a train connection, bus connec-
tion, or both. Stansted is the furthest 
away and most expensive to get into 
London from. Heathrow and Gatwick 
are pretty similar - 30 minutes or so 
and you are in the city. We wouldn’t 
recommend taking a taxi from any of 
these places as they can be very pricey.

Westminster
Bridge
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Parliament and Big Ben

02 Grab breakfast at hotel

Head to the London Eye

Walk across Westminster 
Bridge to Big Ben

Do a tour of Parliament

Lunch at Cellarium Cafe

Tour Westminster Abbey

Churchill War Rooms

Dinner at Two Chairmen 

1-2 hours

1-2 hours

30 minutes

1-2 hours

1 hour

1-2 hours

1-2 hours

Depends

Day
Daily Itinerary

21

2

3 3

4

4 It can be hard to overstate how important 
Churchill was to England, and arguably 
Europe. The Churchill War Rooms allow you 
to go inside his headquarters during the war 
and get a feel for what it was like in Britain 
during WWII. Get your tickets ahead of time 
at https://www.iwm.org.uk/. Museum is open 
9:30am to 6:00pm. 

21
The London Eye is great, but if 
you have to cut something out 
from the day for money rea-
sons this would be it. If not, 
buy tickets in advance. Open 
from 11:00am to 6:00pm. 

3
3 Westminster Abbey is a must see. It is steeped in 

history (it has been the coronation location of 
Kings and Queens since 1066) and houses the 
remains of Kinds and Queens as well as other 
famous Britons, like Newton and Dickens. We 
would recommend buying tickets online for the 
fast track as you can sometimes wait hours to get 
in. Go to Get Your Guide or Westminster-ab-
bey.org for tickets. Opening times are 
9:30am-3:30pm M-F and 10:00am-1:00pm Sat-
urday. If you want to get in for free (but no tour) 
go in for a service. These run everyday, but 
check for exact times.  

2 A tour of parlia-
ment is definitely 
worth it. Ticket 
Office is located in 
front of Portcullis 
House on Victoria 
Embankment 
(postcode SW1A 
2LW). Monday to 
Friday 10am to 
4pm (8.45am to 
4.45pm on tour 
days) Saturday 
8.45am to 4.45pm

London Eye

Westminster 
Abbey

Churchill War  
Rooms
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03Breakfast at a cafe/Palace

Changing of the Guards
at Buckingham Palace

Walk to Trafalgar Square

National Gallery

Lunch around Trafalgar

British Museum

Dinner at Covent Garden

Piccadilly Circus and a 
show

Depends

1 hour

15 minutes

1-2 hours

1 hour

1-2 hours

1 hour

2-3 hours

Day

5

Daily Itinerary

The two museums today are 
both free - take advantage of 
these! The National Gallery is 
an absolutely amazing art 
museum and the British 
Museum houses artifacts from 
Egypt, the Rosetta Stone, among 
so many other priceless arti-
facts. Spend as much or as little 
time as you would like, but 
today is packed, so we would 
recommend 1-2 hours at each. 
British Museum is daily 
10:00am-5:30pm (later Friday). 
National Gallery is daily 
10:00am-6:00pm (later Friday). 

7

9

Piccadilly Circus is the Time’s 
Square of London - bright lights, 
cheezy shops (plus good ones too) 
and surrounded by the theatre 
district. Most theatre shows start at 
7:30pm each night, but try and get 
these before hand so you can choose 
which show you want to go to. If you 
don’t want to do a show, just spend 
some time people watching around 
the Circus ;)

45 The changing fo the guard ceremony at 
Buckingham Palace puts all of the pomp 
and ceremony of the British Empire on 
display. From Jun-Jul it is daily at 
11:00am and from Aug-May on M,W,F, 
Su at 11:00am. People start lining up 
around 10:00am (sometimes earlier), 
so grab breakfast at a cafe and take it to 
Buckingham Palace to get your spot 
early. It lasts about 45 minutes. 

Buckingham 
Palace

Trafalgar and
Nationa Gallery

British
Museum

Covent
Garden

Piccadilly
Circus
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04 Grab breakfast at hotel

Wander around Borough 
Market

Picknick along Thames with 
view of London Bridge

Head to Tower of London 
over Tower Bridge

Tower of London

St Paul’s Cathedral

Dinner at Indian City

1-2 hours

1hour

30 minutes

15 minutes

1-2 hours

1 hour

Depends

Day

6

Daily Itinerary

8

There has been a market at Bor-
ough Market since around the 
1200s, making it one of the oldest 
food markets in the UK, and 
Europe. Take your time, pick up 
some snacks and lunch and walk 
the Thames for a picnic with a 
view!

St Paul’s was built by Christopher Wren - the 
famous English architecht. There is a crypt and 
access to the dome, which make this London 
landmark a great stop. Get your tickets ahead of 
time on Get Your Guide. Open 08:30am-4:30pm 
(last entrance at 4:00pm). Again, if you want to 
save some money, then try and go when there is 
a service, most of the time around 5:00pm. BUT 
double check this as each day can change.  For a 
great view of the cathedral, One New Change 
mall has a rooftop bar with a stunning view!

The Tower of London is really 
the beginning of London’s 
history. This is the old defen-
sive center of London, began in 
1066. There is a dungeon, the 
queen’s jewels, and other small 
exhibits. Opening times are 
Summer (01 March - 31 Octo-
ber)Tuesday-Saturday: 
09:00-17:30 Sunday-Monday: 
10:00-17:30 - Last admission: 
17:00. Winter (01 November - 
29 February) Tuesday-Satur-
day: 09:00-16:30 Sunday-Mon-
day: 10:00-16:30. 

10

10

10

11

811

8

11

12

12

12

St Paul’s Tower Bridge

Borough Market

Tower of London
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Things to do up front:

Book accommodation as soon as you can to get the best deals. London is 
massive and you can find any number of places to stay and price ranges. 
Obviously, the further you stay out, the cheaper it will be. Airbnb or a 
hostel is potentially a better bet if you are on a budge and traveling with 
group. If you focus your search around Parliament area, Piccadilly, or 
London Tower, this will cut down on transit time each day. 

Money: The British Pound is used in England and is one of the strongest curren-
cies - which means everything gets more expensive. This is one of the most 
expensive cities! If money is tight, you may have to cut out a couple of the site 
seeing stops and just explore them from the outside - which is also ok. If you can 
only spend roughly 70 USD on museums for the trip, we would definitely do 
Westminster Abbey, the Tower of London, and the Churchill War Rooms. 

Transportation: We have done our best to break down the city in walkable 
distances to save money. The Tube is the underground system and can be com-
plex and confusing. Download the Tube Map: London Underground app which 
can also be used offline. If you have a contactless card, then just use this for 
transportation instead of gettin an Oyster card, which costs money.

Best times to visit: 
London is really best from about May to September. Otherwise you can get into 
the rainy season - which is most of the year in England! The best chances to not 
get poured on are the summer, but the crowds are high and so are lines. We 
would recommend aiming for June or September if you have a choice. 
 

SUMMARY
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Where to Eat
We listed restaurants here that aren’t 
fast food but also aren’t $$$$ on Google. 
Most are around $$ on Google and offer 
meals for about 10-15 GBP per dish. 
There are so many places to eat in 
London that you can find something for 
your budget in literally every corner. Try 
some Indian food while you are there as 
there is a large diaspora there! And don’t 
shy away from traditional British food, it 
isn’t as bad as everyone makes it out to 
be! 

Where to Stay
The best places to stay are by Westmin-
ster Abbey, Piccadilly Circus, or Tower of 
London. These are the main focuses for 
each day, so staying by one of these would 
provide a more central location. Other-
wise, if you are good traveling, then follow 
your budget. Generally north of the river 
is good. Just read reviews on safety as 
some areas can be more “dodgey” as they 
say. 
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