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Highlights

Scuba and snorkeling

Pristine beach time

Fresh sea food

Sunset fishing

Warm weather

Tropical walks 
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Malé



The Maldives
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Maldives
The Maldives is a tropical country in the 
Indian Ocean, comprising 26 ring-shaped 
atolls consisting of more than 1,000 coral 
islands. They are known for their beaches, 
blue lagoons and extensive reefs. The capi-
tal Malé has a bustling fish market, restau-
rants and shops along the main street Ma-
jeedhee Magu and the more modern 
Mosque, a mosque carved from white coral.

Arrival in the Maldives
Arrival is usually by plane, where you 
land at the airport island Hulhulé. After-
wards you will continue your journey to 
the corresponding holiday island by 
either seaplane, speedboat or ferry. 
Many agencies and hotels pick up their 
visitors right at the airport. While the 
ferry only costs a few dollars, it usually 
takes forever. A speedboat trip usually 
costs around 50 USD per person, de-
pending on the distance. However, with a 
seaplane, probably the most beautiful 
form of transportation, you will have to 
pay around 200-250 USD per person.

Depending where you are from you may 
need a visa. Some countries get their 
visa valid for 30 days directly stamped 
into the passport at the airport, but the 
passport must be valid for another six 
months after the day of entry.



Accommodation
Typically, you either stay on one of the “hotel islands” or on 
a local island that is easy on the wallet. Both have advan-
tages and disadvantages. While the hotel island mostly 
offers wellness, relaxation, clean “dream beaches” and 
many amenities, on a local island you get an authentic 
travel experience where you get more in touch with the 
country and its people.

WLAN is available on most of the islands - often weak. Usu-
ally internet access is free of charge. 

The hotels usually have all air conditioners and ceiling fans 
in the rooms, so mosquito nets are usually not absolutely 
necessary. 

3

Slice of Paradise



Currency
The Maldivian currency is called Ruffi-
ya. However, all hotel facilities and most 
shops charge in US $. Credit cards are 
generally accepted as well as traveller's 
cheques in Euro or Dollar. For tips, how-
ever, small dollar bills are useful. A tip of 
5-10 USD per week is quite reasonable, 
both for the waiter and the room service. 
Tripping your guide on an excursion as 
well as the porter should also be consid-
ered and a few dollars should do. We 
didn’t need ant Ruffiya on our trip.

Weather in the Maldives
All year round there is tropical 
climate with an average of 30 °C. 
Short, heavy rain showers are pos-
sible all year round. The rainy 
season is from April - October. 
There is hardly any danger of big 
tropical storms and bathing is pos-
sible all year round.
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Culture
The national language in the Maldives is Dhivehi. Howev-
er, English is spoken fluently everywhere on the more 
developed islands. The Maldives is a strictly Islamic coun-
try (state religion), so one thing to consider is Ramadan 
(during the fasting month of Ramadan there are limited 
opening hours). In the indigenous islands no consumption 
of alcohol is allowed, and women should cover shoulders 
and knees. That also means there are also no nudist 
beaches.

Clothing & Packing
Light and light-coloured clothes are recommended. Since 
it is tropical hot all year round in the Maldives, a thin 
sweater or jacket is sufficient for the evening. The most 
important thing is of course the swimwear. On most 
islands you don’t need shoes - flip flops or slippers are 
enough. However, swim shoes are a good idea on most 
beaches because of the coral. In any case, your luggage 
should contain sunscreen and medicines to treat diar-
rhoea. Insect repellents for walks in the evening or eating 
outside definitely makes sense.

In addition to your good camera, you should definitely 
also bring an underwater camera, because the diverse 
underwater world is wonderful and offers great endless 
photo and video opportunities!
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Snorkeling in the Maldives
The Maldives are a paradise for snorkelers and almost every 
island has a reef nearby. Often you can go into the water directly 
on the beach and swim to the house reef. On Helengeli, where we 
were, we found coral and fish only 2 meters from the beach, so 
we went snorkeling several times a day.

Apart from that snorkeling safaris are offered almost every-
where. Here you go with a boat and a guide to reefs further out 
and you can also experience the diverse underwater world in 
wonderfully clear water. 

You can usually rent snorkeling equipment. We would recom-
mend fins as snorkeling without them can become quickly dan-
gerous as currents can be high. Please find out exactly what the 
current conditions are like. If in doubt, play it safe and have fins 
with you.

Snorkeling
the depths
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Environmental protection
On many islands of the Maldives environmental protection has 
become an important issue. Our seas are already heavily polluted and 
plastic waste is washed up almost daily on many islands. The disposal 
of the garbage on the islands is costly. It is transported by ship to the 
waste incineration island, whereby the incineration itself is anything 
but optimal.

Please do your part by not leaving any trash behind, but by disposing 
of rubbish and leftovers properly and not simply leaving them on the 
beach or anywhere else. Even better: Avoid waste wherever possible! 

Protecting the environment also includes protecting the sensitive 
reefs and underwater worlds. These are sensitive eco-systems. 
Simply standing on the corals, breaking them off or holding on to 
them not only leads to the death of the corals themselves, but also 
harms the marine wildlife, which is what most travellers want to see 
in the Maldives in the first place.

Protect the Environment
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