
5 Days 
in Louisiana



Kayaking through
the Bayou with

alligators
Listening to

“The Star Spangeled
Banner” on the porch

at Greenwood 
Plantation

Enjoying live 
Jazz music

Crusing down 
rails on the old
historic trolley

Eating on a 
balcony in the 
French Quarter
as the sun sets

Seeing how many
Beignets you can
smash at Cafe du

Monde

Enjoying a Natchez
Steamboat River

Cruise

Take your
time through

the French Quarter

Special Moments
Travel is about those special moments that make the trip memorable.

Here are the best from Louisiana. 
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01Land in New O’rleans

Go to Hotel

Night walk in the French 
Quarter

Depends

Depends

Depends

Day

3

Daily Itinerary

Arrival New Orleans
New Orleans main airport is about 15.5 
miles (25 km) from the city center or 
French Quarter. You can get to the city 
by either public transportation or taxi. 
We think Taxi is the best. It is about $33 
one way for 1-2 people, and $14 per 
person for 3+ people. It takes about 
25-30 minutes to get into the city. The 
bus is $2 and takes about 1.25 hours 
(more in traffic), and you need to check 
pick-up times beforehand as it makes 
the journey around 9-10 times per day. 

Airport

Depending on how much time 
you have when you land, go 
wander the French Quarter. The 
lights everywhere provide 
something unique that is beauti-
ful. There are also plenty of 
places to stop and grab some 
food, so get trying!



02 Breakfast at Airbnb or hotel

Walk through the French 
Quarter

Grab a Po-Boy and eat at 
Johnson Square

Natchez Steamboat River 
Cruise

Eat Beignets at Cafe du 
Monde

Dinner at Chatres House

Depends

2 hours

1-2 hours

2 hours

1 hour 

1-1.5 hour

Day

4

Beignets are a traditional New 
Orleans doughnut. They are 
covered in powered sugar and 
are very delicious! The lines 
can be quite long but if you go 
inside and find a table it should 
shorten your wait - unless you 
are bent on taking them to go. 

Daily Itinerary

23

11

3

4

4

2

The French Quarter is stunning 
and unique for its architecture 
and ferns. Bourbon street is the 
most famous but to be honest it 
is complete chaos filled with 
drunks and puke. Walk through 
it one night just to say you did, 
but we don’t recommend spend-
ing time there. 

The Steamboat Natchez  runs at 
11:30am and 2:30pm for the 
regular cruises. You can also do 
dinner or jazz cruises. It would 
be best to book tickets in 
advance as this is popular. If it 
is hot outside, the sides offer the 
most breeze and the inside is air 
conditioned. There may also be 
live jazz going on which is awe-
some. Finally, 45 minutes before 
you leave there is an almost 
organ sounding instrument 
being played live. The real Nat-
chez leaves from the French 
Quarter.
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French 
Quarter

Cafe du Monde

Johnson Square

Steamboat
Natchez

launch point
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Breakfast at Airbnb or hotel

Catch the Trolley to Audobon 
Park

Audobon Park

Lunch on Magazine Street 
south of Lafayette Cemetery

Lafayette Cemetery No. 1

Walk along water to French 
Quarter

Pat O’Brien’s Bar

Dinner Fiorella's Bistro & Wine 
Bar

Live Jazz along Frenchmen’s 
Street

Depends

0.5 hour

1 hour

1 hour

2 - 3 hours

1 hour

1.5 hours

03 Day
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Daily Itinerary
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To catch the St Charles 
Streetcar, go to the 
corner of Canal Street 
and Carondelet Street. 
Ideally buy a $3 all day 
pass (cash only, exact 
change needed!). If in 
doubt, ask the driver, 
they are helpful.

Audobon Park is a great place to 
relax and enjoy the Oak Trees. 
Our favorite stretch of trees was 
right by the zoo between Maga-
zine street and Audobon Park 
Lagoon. The Tree of Life is also 
famous. 

Lafayette Cemetery No. 1 is worth a 
stop while walking through Garden 
District. It dates back to 1833 and 
because New Orleans is so close 
to/under sea level, most bodies are 
buried in mausoleums.

Pat O’brien’s is 
said to be home 
to the hurricane 
cocktail. The bar 
itself provides 
some history 
and is worth a 
stop!
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Audobon 
Park

Lafayette
Cemetery N. 1

St Charles
Streetcar 
pickup

Frenchmen’s
Street Jazz



Breakfast at Airbnb 
or hotel

Rent car at airport

Kayaking the Bayou

Picnic/Lunch on the road

Drive to Greenwood
Plantation

National Anthem at 
Greenwood Plantation

Dinner at The Francis 
Southern Table & Bar

Depends

0.5 hour

2 hours

0.5 hours

2 hours

0.5 hours

1.5 hours
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Daily Itinerary
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Greenwood
Plantation

Kayaking

Airport

Dinner
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If you want to get on the water, kayak-
ing or a boat trip are the way to go. For 
us, we wanted the peace of kayaking 
and being out in nature. We heard the 
alligators mating call and felt the still-
ness of the bayou. It was truly an amaz-
ing experience.

We recommend staying one night at a 
plantation. We chose Greenwood Plan-
tation for its beauty as well as price. 
The owners work the business and are 
really friendly. The real highlight was 
the music that is played each night at 6 
pm - so don’t be late!

77

As you will be on the 
road a lot, pack some 
extra food from break-
fast for lunch and eat in 
the car! Or you may 
have to stop somewhere 
along the road if you 
can’t take lunch with 
you.
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Things to do up front:

Book a car from Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. 
This isn’t an always busy airport, but getting your car ahead of time will 
save money and stress. 

Book accommodation as soon as you can to get the best deals. In Louisi-
ana we stuck with Booking.com and got some good prices.  

Money: New Orleans and the surrounding area is middle of the road for prices - 
not cheap but not break the bank. What is expensive is alcohol if you are a 
drinker. Make sure that you carry cash on the off chance you need public trans-
portation - and carry one dollar bills and some coins too. 

Best travel period: The main thing to be aware of his hurricane season which 
runs from June 1st to November 30th. This should be stated as a window, but 
hurricanes can technically hit a little before and a little after. With that said, we 
were there in the beginning of July and it was great. 

- February - May - best time for weather as temperatures are moderate. BUT 
this is prime tourist season, so book earlier if you want to avoide overpaying. 
Also, this is festival season - Mardi Gras (Feb.-Mar.), French Quarter Festival 
(Apr.) and Jazz Festivals (Apr.-May) are running during this window. 

- June - August - We went in July and it was sweltering, but doable. Tempera-
tures are the main drawback here.  

-August - December - Hurricane season

- December - February - just more dead but moderate to cooler temperatures. 
 
 

SUMMARY



Our hotel In New Orleans

Pat O’briens bar 

10

Where to Eat
Cajun Creole in the name of the game in 
Louisiana, and there are plenty of places 
to get it. When looking for a restaurant, 
what was most important for us was 
sitting on a blacony overlooking the 
streets. When you first get there go for a 
place that offers a creole platter of sorts 
that will let you try each of the local 
specialties. Then you can figure out what 
you like and go from there! This is also 
part of the world that invented the cock-
tail, so if this is our thing, there are 
plenty of places to try them out. Pat 
O’Brien’s, home of the Hurricane, was our 
favorite for overall experience. 

Where to Stay
As mentioned before, we found the best 
deals and locations for us on Booking.com. 
The most important things for us were 
staying near the French Quarter (walking 
distance) and also staying in or on the 
grounds of a plantation. For plantations, 
there are tons of options, but we can only 
highly recommend Greenwood Plantation 
- it was our favorite part of the trip.  



Breakfast Greenwood 
Plantation

Tour Greenwood Plantation

Drive to Oak Alley Plantation

Tour Oak Alley Plantation

Lunch Oak Alley Plantation

Drive to Baton Rouge

Tour Baton Rouge

Dinner Baton Rouge

Drive to Airport Hotel

0.5 - 1 hour

1 hour

2 hours

2 - 3 hours 

0.5 - 1 hours

1 hour

1 - 2 hours

1 hour

1 hour no 
traffic
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Greenwood
Plantation

Oak Alley
Plantation

Airport

Baton Rouge

Breakfast is provided 
at Greenwood planta-
tion and as a guest 
you get a free tour! So 
don’t miss out on this. 

There aren’t a ton of “big 
ticket” items to see in 
Baton Rouge - but the 
state capitol is pretty 
amazing. Grab a drink 
and find a bench by the 
gardens on the East side 
in Veteran’s Memorial 
Park. This was our high-
light in Baton Rouge. 

Oak Alley Plantation is one of the most 
famous in the area - for good reason. Its 
alley of oak trees is breathtaking. It is 
open from 9:30am - 5:00pm. This is why 
we drove past Baton Rouge - to make sure 
we had enough time to really spend there. 
This is also one of the few plantations that 
discusses slavery in-depth, which is 
important. Make sure to take some time 
to sit under the oak trees, this was our 
favorite part! 
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New Orleans

Greenwood
Plantation

Airport Hotel

Stay
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Highlights

French Quarter

Johnson Square

Natchez Steamboat River Cruise

Cafe du Monde

Audobon Park

Lafayette Cemetery No. 1

Kayak Trip through Bayou

Sleeping at Greenwood Plantation

Oak Valley Plantation

Baton Rouge
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